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“The first two were fine –

they went to university.
But the third one, we 
didn’t know what to do.”

The anecdote



“The first three were fine –

they went to university.
But the third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth 
and tenth ones, we didn’t 
know what to do.

The national picture

”



Education is not all about employment, but 

employment is about all students.

Age   School Tertiary Workforce
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Successful transitions

A B



The NCEAs … the main qualifications for 16-19 year olds, 

and will recognise a wide range of learning in senior 

secondary school and beyond school.

Students will be able to study towards the NCEAs in school or 

with other education providers.

Schools and other providers will be able to offer courses that 

package different combinations of achievement standards 

and unit standards.

Because a wide range of learning will be able to generate 

credits towards NCEA, students will have greater choice 

about the subjects they take and the qualifications they work 

towards.

After students have left school they will be able to carry on 

gaining credits towards their NCEAs by studying at 

polytechnics, wananga, colleges of education, universities 

and other tertiary providers.  Alternatively, students could 

apply to have their NCEA credits and qualifications credited 

towards another qualification.

The … system will also provide employers with clearer 

information as to what students have achieved across a wider 

range of subjects and skills. 



NCEA Level 2
The National Certificate of Educational 

Achievement (Level 2) is designed to:

•acknowledge achievement across a range of 

learning fields, particularly those identified in the 

New Zealand Curriculum;

•act as a learning goal; and

•attest to the ability to participate in, and benefit 

from, further study thereby promoting lifelong 

learning.

The NCEA (Level 2) is designed to enable access 

to the foundation skills required for employment.

People certificated at level 2 have typically shown 

themselves able to integrate knowledge and skills 

to solve familiar problems; access and use 

available sources of information; and work in 

directed activity. The qualification also provides a 

foundation for further study and knowledge.



Vocational Pathways Identify learning and achievement valued 

by five broad sectors of the economy.

Improve relevance and motivation for 

learners

Inform learners about future work and study 

possibilities

Establish a coherent framework for 

foundational vocational education across 

secondary-tertiary interface

Support contextualised learning for skills 

development

Strengthen connections between education 

and employment

Successful transitions to work and study.

Provide new ways to structure 

and achieve NCEA Level 2



Sector Descriptions



Assessment Standards



314

287

587

439

237

1,837
current level 1 and 2 assessment standards



Contextualised Assessment Resources 



Work and Study Maps



Vocational ≠ Non-academic

vs.

Aeronautical Engineer, Aeroplane Pilot, Agricultural Pilot, Agricultural/Horticultural Scientist, Agronomist , Air Traffic Controller, Aircraft 
Engineer, Ambulance Officer, Anaesthetic Technician, Anaesthetist, Animal Behaviour Consultant, Animal Physiologist, Architect, Atmospheric 
Scientist, Audiologist, Automation Engineer, Biochemist, Biomedical Technician (Mechanical and Electronic), Biosecurity Officer, 
Biotechnologist, Boiler Attendant, CAD operator, Cardiac Physiologist, Chiropractor, Civil Engineer, Clinical Nurse Educator, Coastal Engineer, 
Counsellor, Criminal Justice Psychologist, Criminologist, Crop Farmer, Dairy Farmer, Dentist, Detective, Diagnostic Radiologist, Dietitian, District 
Nurse, Ecologist, Education Officer, Educational Psychologist, Environmental Engineer, Environmental Officer, Environmental Scientist, Farm 
Consultant, Fishery Observer, Flying Instructor, Foreign Policy Officer, Forester/Forester Manager, Forestry Consultant, Forestry Scientist, 
General Practitioner, Geologist, Geophysicist, Gynaecologist/Obstetrician, Health and Safety Inspector, Health Lecturer, Health Promoter , 
Health Services Manager, Helicopter Pilot, Horticultural Consultant, Hospital Nurse, Human Resources Officer/Human Resources Manager, 
Hydraulics Engineer, Laboratory Technician, Land Surveyor, Landscape Architect, Maintenance and Diagnostics Engineer, Marine Biologist, 
Medic (Defence), Medical Laboratory Scientist, Medical Physicist, Medical Radiation Technologist, Microbiologist, Midwife, Mining Engineer, 
Minister of Religion, Motel Manager, Naturopath, Neurophysiology Technologist, Nuclear Medicine Technologist, Nurse Adviser, Nurse 
consultant, Nurse Practitioner, Nurse specialist, Occupational Therapist, Office Manager, Oncologist, Optometrist, Orthotist/Prosthetist, 
Osteopath, Packaging Technologist, Paediatrician, Pathologist, Pharmacist, Physician, Physiotherapist, Planner, Planner, Plunket Nurse, 
Podiatrist, Practice Nurse, Process Engineer (Chemical/Production), Production Manager, Production Manager, Project Manager, Psychiatrist, 
Psychotherapist, Quality and Compliance Officer, Radiation Therapist, Rest Home Manager, Rural Banker, Rural Property Manager, Rural Real 
Estate Agent, Share Milker, Social Worker, Soil Scientist, Speech-Language Therapist, Sports Turf Construction/Renovation Contractor , 
Structural Engineer, Surgeon, Survey Assistant, Train Manager, Urban Designer, Veterinarian, Winemaker 



primary 

industries

social & 

community

services

service 

industries

manufacturing 

& technology

construction & 

infrastructure

NCEA 

Chemistry 1.5

Maths 1.5 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits

4 credits 4 credits 4 credits

Ag/Hort 1.10 5 credits

312 3 7 7

“I left school and this is what I did”“I’m going to uni”“I like Science”“I dunno”“I want to be a chef”



Vocational Profiles



Possibilities, not pigeonholes. 





Sector engagement with education sector: get 
feedback, and refine the vocational pathways.

Employer, industry, and community engagement to 
ensure they are understood and valued.

Curriculum, course design, and teaching and learning 
resources to support uptake and delivery.

Contextualised assessment resource development.

Planning tools for students/families/advisors. 

Youth Guarantee networks to encourage and broker 
partnerships.

Refined pathways, and support materials to be 
released in November 2012.

What’s next?



Key messages

Vocational pathways provide new ways to structure and 

achieve NCEA level 2, recognised as the passport to 

success in further study and employment.

Vocational Pathways present clear vocational options as 

credible choices for learners that lead to valuable study and 

work destinations. 

Vocational Pathways identify the skills, knowledge, and 

competencies recommended by a broad cross-section of 

industry at a broad and foundational level. 

Vocational Pathways improve the relevance of learning by 

showing students where and how their learning and 

achievement will be valued in further study and/or 

employment.

Vocational Pathways provide a simplified and coherent 

framework for foundational vocational education across and 

between secondary and tertiary education.

Vocational Pathways will improve the alignment between the 

education system, and the wider needs of society and the 

economy.


